Inspection of Little Green Rascals
Bishopthorpe
Old School House, York YO23 2RE

Inspection date:

3 October 2019

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not applicable

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Staff within this nursery are exceptionally skilled at following the lead of the
children and providing exciting and inspiring activities linked to children's interests.
Children are inspired to learn and are enthusiastic and animated learners. They
show exceptional resilience as they persevere with activities from start to finish.
For example, children select their own ingredients to make dough. They refer to
previous learning as they add flour and water and then later add salt. Children
decide together how much flour to add to make the dough pliable and how to mix
it.
The manager demonstrates exceptional leadership and support for her dedicated
and committed staff team. She creates an environment of reflective practice with
all staff, who are eager for further training and professional development. Staff feel
valued and strive to create a nursery where children have the opportunity to excel
and reach their full potential.
Children are extremely happy and confident. They have developed exceptional
relationships with staff who they trust implicitly. Behaviour throughout the nursery
is impeccable. Children are supported to understand and manage their own
emotions and are supportive of peers who may be upset.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Throughout the nursery, staff are calm, attentive role models who are respectful
in their interactions with children. Colleagues and parents create an environment
of mutual respect and understanding. Children know the standard of behaviour
expected of them and are kind and considerate to others.
n Children are provided with a superb range of experiences which they explore
with awe and wonder, using all their senses. Staff provide children with plenty of
time to think and respond to questions they pose. This helps encourage their
oral and critical thinking skills. Staff maximise spontaneous learning
opportunities that ignite children's interest. For example, children draw a car and
then make one with wood and nails, using tools and measuring to enhance
number skills.
n There are exceptionally strong and positive relationships between staff and
children. This promotes an excellent sense of security and emotional well-being
so that children form highly positive attachments and show great motivation in
their learning. Children enjoy regular fresh air in the exciting and well-planned
outdoor area. They engage gleefully in energetic play to develop their physical
skills and promote their understanding of healthy lifestyles.
n Staff skilfully weave all aspects of the curriculum into activities and stimulate
children's imaginations. At snack time, children decided to make a café. They
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served staff with the food and then presented a bill, informing staff of the
amount to be paid and the change required. Children giggled when staff paid
them.
n The manager and staff monitor children's development very effectively. This
helps them to swiftly identify, and fully address, any gaps in their learning. Staff
recognise the importance of continually finding ways to challenge children to
maintain and further develop the excellent outcomes in their learning.
n Partnerships with parents are excellent. From the time children first start at the
nursery, parents are fully involved in their learning and development. Staff speak
to parents each day and show them what their children have been doing.
Parents stated that staff 'go above and beyond to support and extend children's
learning at home'. For example, staff prepare a booklet for children to complete
at the airport about looking for planes and various objects. Parents value this
support and children are delighted to bring the booklet back to nursery on their
return.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
The managers and staff work extremely hard to ensure that children within their
care are protected. They have an excellent knowledge and understanding of the
signs of abuse and the procedures they would follow and implement. The manager
constantly reviews staff knowledge through regular training, staff meetings and
supervision sessions. Recruitment procedures are rigorous and robust. Staff
support children to understand how to keep themselves safe within their activities
and the wider world. Children confidently use hammers, nails and sharp knives with
adult supervision. Children discuss how to sit around the fire as they toast
marshmallows and make cakes.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY546358

Local authority

York

Inspection number

10125025

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

2 to 11

Total number of places

30

Number of children on roll

67

Name of registered person

Little Green Rascals Organic Day Nurseries
Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

RP529046

Telephone number

01904 607959

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Information about this early years setting
Little Green Rascals Bishopthorpe registered in 2017. The nursery employs 14
members of childcare staff. Of these, 11 hold appropriate early years qualifications
at level 3, including four with early years professional status or qualified teacher
status. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm, all year
round,. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and fouryear-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Eileen Grimes
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Inspection activities
n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the manager. They discussed the
learning environment and how the curriculum is organised.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector observed and evaluated an activity with the nursery manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager. She looked at relevant
documentation, such as the nursery's self-evaluation and evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their
views.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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